Extract of a letter from Veronika von Baeyer in St. Patrick, Québec, to her mother Renata vB in Montréal, 13 August 1952. Veronika was 16 and working as a nanny for a pediatrician, Dr. Pembroke MacDermot, and his wife Elizabeth, and their 4-year-old son “Boo”. Like other well-off Montrealers, the MacDermots had a summer residence in St. Patrick (now Saint-Patrice). Translated from German by Carl vB.

The day before yesterday I was painting Dad's birthday picture at the beach. Along came a bespectacled older gentleman, looked at the picture, and praised it. We conversed for a while about the beauty of the sunsets here. I packed up my materials and we chatted as we walked back to the village. It emerged that it was Prime Minister St. Laurent with whom I was speaking. When I got back to my house somewhat later, the word had already spread that Dr. MacDermot's nanny's painting had been praised by the Prime Minister. (How the news got there, I have no idea. Between you and me, St. Patrick is a real nest of gossip!!) In any case Mr. St. Laurent is a very nice man. His grandson plays with Boo. Most people here are very nice.

Louis St. Laurent was Prime Minister of Canada from 1948 to 1957. Wikipedia records that he cultivated the image of “Uncle Louis” (“Papa Louis” in Québec), chatting with children and giving speeches in his shirt sleeves. 
The story in the von Baeyer family is that the Prime Minister offered to buy Veronika's painting, but she declined because she was painting it for her father's birthday. Instead, she later drew a portrait sketch of the prime minister's grandson, leading to the following...

Letter from Louis St. Laurent to “Mademoiselle Vera Von Bayer” on notepaper bearing the crest of the Office of the Prime Minister. Translated from French by Carl vB.

St. Patrice, Temiscouata
22 August 1952
Michael's grandfather was very touched with the thoughtfulness of Miss Vera Von Bayer in making this delicious and so faithful sketch of the playful face of his grandson. He thanks her very cordially and expresses his wish that she and her family are happy with their adoptive country, and that she will continue to develop her remarkable talents as a landscape painter and portraitist. Michael, his grandmother and his mother share my pleasure and join me in expressing these wishes. 

Louis S. St. Laurent
The original note from the Prime Minister follows:
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